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I. Introduction  

 

I.1 Background 

 

In June 2016, the Philippines elected a president with a hardline, iron-fist character and a 

unique style. All along, President Duterte's evaluation is at two extremes. Before his presidency, he 

served as a powerful official in Davos City for more than twenty years, and summarily executed 

more than a thousand prisoners. Within a hundred days of his presidency, he passed anti-drug 

resolutions that killed nearly 7,000 drug related criminals, and the number is increasing to this day. 

 

I.2 Motivation and Purpose 

 

Is the Philippines' new president a pioneering leader or a tyrannical dictator? This is our 

biggest curiosity when we came across the news of the Philippines drug war. During the 

presidential election, Duterte promised to diminish criminality by killing tens of thousands of 

criminals and put an end to the Philippines corruption. Different from politicians’ lip service, 

Duterte abide by him words by his words. The extrajudicial operations conducted by the president 

of the Philippines, Duterte, is an original policy and one that has made an impact on the Philippines 

and even on the world. The impact of the event intrigued us even more. Thus, through this paper, 

we would like to learn the background of the formation of the Philippines as the hotbed for drugs 

also discuss on the debates of lynching and legal criminal procedure and its impact on the 

Philippines in particular. In addition, we would like to know people's attitudes toward the event. 

 

I.3 Methods 

 

In this paper, we do the literature research by means of books, researches and news to get 

through views of the event and hand out questionnaire to analyze people's attitudes with diverse 

background. 

 

II. Thesis 

 

II.1 The extrajudicial policy's impacts on Philippines 

 

 Duterte, the President of the Philippines, took office with a strong iron hand means to 

implement anti-drug policy, and after the implementation of this period the Philippine law and order 

also showed a significant change - the crime rate dropped significantly, but the murder rate is 

rapidly upward  rising. According to data released by the Philippine Police Department on 21 

December 2016, the overall crime rate in the Philippines has fallen by 31 per cent over the same 

period last year, with a significant reduction of 42.5 per cent, especially on bandit (-38.78%), theft 

(-43.97%), car stealing (-41.45%), and animal theft (-57.96%). This also allows people to feel the 

security of the "immediately improved," but at the same time, the murder rate in the Philippines 

increased by 51 per cent. This is the only increase in the crime data. During the Philippines drug 

war, a total of nearly 7,000 people were reported dead, and more than 2,000 people died because of 

arrest and perished in the police gun. However, more than 3,800 people were lynched. The anti-

drug war continues to expand the Philippines, and it also makes the people face a dilemma. 85% of 

the people still support Duterte’s anti-drug operations, but there are 78% of the respondents 

worrying that they will become the next innocent victims. 
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II.2 The circulation of drug abuse in the Philippines  

 

According to the "Corruption Perceptions Index 2015" published by the International 

Organization for Transparency at the beginning of the year, the Philippines is ranked 95th in the 

world, with long-term enforcement of the government, serious corruption, resulting in laziness in 

social progress and slow economic growth. Problems keep showing, making the bottom of the 

people continue to commit crimes. This vicious circle to makes the Philippines become a hotbed of 

drugs.  The reason why the usage of drugs proliferates in the Philippines is that the island is located 

in the heart of Southeast Asia and there are many islands in the Philippines. The coastline is very 

complicated which makes it difficult for the marine patrol and anti-drug security to catch the drug 

traffickers. Drug dealers can easily connect to the local people.  In the Philippines, ephedrine and 

amphetamines are the most common drugs. The source of these drugs is mainly Mexico, Colombia 

and Guatemala and other American countries, and then the drug is shipped to West Africa, the 

Middle East, and the Southeast Asian countries. The whole process involves a significant number of 

people. According to the report from the US, more than 2% of the population at the age between 16 

to 64 from the Philippines are using drugs.  While the report from the Philippines shows that the 

local drug population is about 3 million. Many people commit murder, robbery or sexual assault 

after taking drugs. The Philippines President thinks that the eradication will be able to create a calm 

environment, to attract foreign investment come, and thus to improve the social problems in the 

Philippines. 

 

II.3 Debates on extrajudicial killing in the Philippines 

 

Duterte an arrogant former mayor who got his name out there by governed his city with unorthodox  

means──extrajudicial killings. Benigno Aquino III, the former president of the Philippines who has 

a opposite reputation to Duterte. Vowed to govern the city with law and order but inadequate 

to rectify the broken system in his term of office. Not being safeguard by the nation people swung 

to Duterte in hopes that he can shelter the people with his arbitrary administration. According to the 

well-known polls "Asian Pulse" published a survey on July 21, showing that 91 percent of the 

people trust Duterte makes him the highest record of trust in a person since the start of the polls in 

Asia in 1999. Under the encouragement of authority people start to turn to vigilante violence and  

see it as a more effective and immediate act to get protection. 

 

II.4The Analysis of the Questionnaires 

 

 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

           
Figure 3 

          
Figure 4 
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To collect the statistical data, we gave our questionnaire to 220 people both on the street and   

via the Internet. From the above charts, we can know that most of the participants were under 18, 

female, student and the majority part of which are high school graduate.  

 

  
Figure 5 

           
Figure 6 

View from these two charts we can know that most of our participants are all familiar with the 

incidents of the ongoing situations of the current president and his conduct. Showing that the 

incidents' impacts have reached particular influence globally. 
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Figure 7 

 

View from the above chart we can see that our participants have diverse opinions on whether 

they support Filipino president’ policy of combating drug-related crimes. In this question, a total of 

49.4% of participants disagree with the actions and participants who agree with the actions are just 

slightly 0.6% more than the opponents. 

 

       
Figure 8 

From the second chart of this page, we can know over 70.8% of participants agree with that 

death penalty can reduce crime, showing that it is still an ingrained notion that death penalty is the 

only punishment to reduce flagrant crime. 
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Figure 9 

Different from the last question, this time we asked the participants that whether lynching 

can reduce crime. This time only 58.6% of participants agree with the action. View from the 

two charts, we can know that even with the same crime, people' attitudes toward whether the 

convicts get trials can show a huge difference.  

 

   
Figure 10 

On the second charts of this page, we asked the participants whether they will continue to 

pay attention to the incident. Nearly 70% of participants said yes to the question. Showing that 

most people are curious and are willing to pay attention to the incident to see how it will 

develop. 
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Figure 11 

In our last question, we asked the participants how they think the impact of the policy on the 

future of the Philippines is. We got quite a match feedback, with 56.8% of participants are positive 

about the policy. There are 43.2% of participants are negative about it, showing that it holds an 

ambiguous debate on the impact. 

 

III. Conclusion  

 

Through learning more about the president of the Philippines, Duterte, we have come to a 

conclusion that “At chaotic times, there is a place for harsh rules to make the things right.” Before 

we began to study this issue, we disagreed with the abuse of lynching. However, after investigating 

the information, we have become to accept this practice because law and order of the Philippines 

have been rotten to an extreme. It is necessary to use a powerful means to stop it. That is the so-

called extraordinary period with a very means. Nevertheless, this is not a long-term plan. The worst 

prospect of anti-drug operations which conducted by Duterte is that with the violence increasing as 

gory as what is happening now in the Philippines, it can spiral out of control and even impossible to 

hold back. Thus, the authority must reform its system. A population of people who are desperate for 

security plus a broken system that both with short-term thinking can do no less harm than a bunch 

of drug traffickers. 
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